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• Ingo Simon and wife Kiki
• Middle Mosel, town Lösnich
• Founded 1724
• Translates to Winery Brothers Simon; in 1922 three 

brothers took over
• 17 acres; 4,200 cases
• Consulting oenologist in Georgia (Ukraine)
• Sustainable viticulture



• Sekt: 
– Crafted from premium Riesling grapes that are hand picked 

and hand sorted
– From two of the Mosel’s greatest vineyards:

Ürziger Würzgarten (Würzgarten = “Garden of Spices”); 
clay and sand stone soil; imparts complex exotic notes 
and the neighboring Erdener Treppchen (around the 
town of Erden, Treppchen = “small Steps”; clay slate and 
Devon slate soil; gives elegance

– Traditional Method; hand disgorged 
– The dosage is derived from Riesling Auslese as opposed to 

base sugar extract. Crazy!
– Production: 600 cases



Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch – Erben Thanisch

 The Terroir of our Wines

• Moselle is at latitude 50
 degrees (same as Winnipeg)

• One of the most northerly
 wine growing regions

• Mean temperature of 9 – 13° 
 Celsius

• ”Cool climate“: 
 Not too hot or too cold:
 ideal for wine growing

Climate





Geography & Climate

Climate
• Northern Continental

– Mild summers, cold winters & 
mod precipitation year-round

• Long ripening season/long daylight

• Best sites = south/south-west facing 
hills

• Slopes and Rivers Increase 
Sunlight/Ripening

• Slate – stores and radiates heat

Germany
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Experts love 
Riesling:

Stuart Pigott



Riesling is one of 
the so-called “Noble Grapes”

• First mentioned 1435 in the Rheingau
• Frost-resistant, late-ripening
• High natural acidity and fruit aromas
• Wines low to medium in alcohol
• Slowly builds sugar, keeps acidity
• Versatile: dry, medium dry, or sweet still wines; 

sparkling wine; dessert wines
• Aromatic with pronounced fruity, floral character



RIESLING
Appearance: Bright, low intensity lemon-green, 
sometimes with visible effervescence
Nose and Palate:  peach, green apple, pear, orange, 
nectarine, green papaya, quince, lime, lemon, smoke, 
jasmine, chamomile, wet stones, chalk, white pepper, 
Thai basil, rosemary, honeysuckle, saffron, ginger
Apricot and pineapple in riper styles
High level of tartaric acid
With bottle age: petrol, honey, marzipan, shortbread
With botrytis: dried apricot/apricot nectar, honey, 
almond, raisin, beeswax
Eiswein: Fresh snow, passionfruit, pineapple, baked 
apples 



German Wine Regions



Clemens Busch

Dr. H. Thanisch 

Simon

Rosch

von Beulwitz
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 Our Vineyards

• Overall size: 3.25 hectares 
 (we own about 1 hectare)
• Optimal orientation to the sun
 (SSW) see picture on the left
• Pure slate soil
• 65 degree slope: Only manual
 cultivation!

• Perhaps the most valuable
 vineyard in the world
• My great grandfather acquired
 a parcel in 1882 by auction at
 a price of 103,000 gold marks
 (about $ 2.5 million)

The ”Doctor“ –
A vineyard in facts and fi gures

”Doctor“ vineyard in the middle of the picture, behind the church.

Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch – Erben Thanisch

1636 - 2011

375 Years

E R B E N  T H A N I S C H



Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch – Erben Thanisch

 The Terroir of our Wines

• Devon slate 
 (created 300 million years ago)
• Consolidated in an arm of 
 the sea by sediments of 
 minerals and fi ne soil
• Contains lots of stone, which
 means high levels of nutrients
• Minerals harmonise with
 sweetness and acidity
• Slate warms quickly and stores
 the warmth
• Good water supply and 
 hardly any erosion

Soils of our Vineyards

Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch – Erben Thanisch

 Our Philosophy

• According to the motto:
 „Small is beautifull“

• Output: 4000 cases /
 50,000 bottles per year

• Only our own wine – 
 no additional purchases

We are a family 
business

The owner Sofia Thanisch with her daughters Christina and Juliane

Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch – Erben Thanisch

 Sofi a Thanisch:

”We are a wine estate with a long 
history and a great tradition. 

Due to our exceptional vineyards 
and our philosophy of dedication 
to quality, we supply excellent 
Riesling wines, which refl ect the 
character of their origins. 
They are sought after the 
world over due to their delicate 
structure, rich fruitiness and 
the exhilarating interplay of 
sweetness and acidity.“

Sofia Thanisch, owner of the estate Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch

Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch – Erben Thanisch

1636 - 2011

375 Years

E R B E N  T H A N I S C H

Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch – Erben Thanisch

Where to fi nd us

• In the far west of Germany

• „Heart of the Moselle“

• 4 hours from Paris

• 1.5 hours from Frankfurt

• Near Bitburg, 1.5 hours from
 Ramstein

The Location of 
our Wine Estate
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• Sofia Thanisch
• Founded in 1636; 11 generations
• Run by women for the last 5 generations
• Named after the widow of Sofia’s great grandfather 

Dr. Huga Thanisch since 1895 (Wwe. = Widow)
• Thanisch Erben (=Heirs) since the division of the 

estate in 1980
• Only this family has direct lineage to the founders 
• Only this estate is a VDP member 
• VDP founding member in 1910

Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch – Erben Thanisch

1636 - 2011

375 Years

E R B E N  T H A N I S C H



• South / South-west facing
• All vineyards in Bernkastel, 17 acres
• Devon grey slate
• 100% Riesling; all estate fruit
• Only steep slope cultivation; all hand harvested
• Grosse Lage: Bernkasteler Doctor
• Old vines, low yields; sustainable agriculture
• Stainless Steel and oak foudres
• Production: 4,000 cases 

Wwe. Dr. H. Thanisch – Erben Thanisch

1636 - 2011

375 Years

E R B E N  T H A N I S C H



1 9 5 9  V I N T A G E

Q*:/'n gasfr'ndy

Chassagne Montrachet ks Ruchottes, 1959
(Claude Ramonet) - $36.75

Chassagne Montrachet I-es Ruchottes, 1959
(Claude Ramonet) (24/l0ths) $39.75

Chablis "Les Clos," 1959 (Fövre) $34.50

&n/ ßo*/"no*

fr"l ß*'rgr*ly
Grands Echezeaux, 1959 I-ouis (Gros)

Chassagne Montrachet St. Jean, 1959
(Claude Ramonet)

Chambertin Clos de Be,ze, 1959 (Damoy)

Chambertin, 1959 (Marion)

$48.00

$30.75
$66.75

$68.2s

Chäteau Lascombes, 1959 (Margaux)

Chäteau Prieur6 Lichine, 1959 (Margaux)

Chäteau Calon Segur, 1959 (St. Estöphe)

Chäteau I-atour, 1959 (Pauillac)

Chäteau Mouton Rothschild, 1959
(Pauillac)

Chäteau Haut Brion, 1959 (Graves)

Chäteau Lafite Rothschild, 1959 (Pauillac)

Chäteau Margaux, 1959 (Margaux)

Chäteau Beychevelle, 1959 (St. Julien)

&fu**o

$34.75

$31.50

$36.75

$59.s0

$66.00

$59.50

$56.00

$59.50

$42.00

&d"/ä

Berncastelei Doktor Spätlese, 1959
(Orig. Äbfg. Dr. Thanisch)

Berncasteler Doktor, Auslese, 1959
(Orig. Abfg. Dr. Thanisch)

61a6s[s1. [Iimmelreich Spätlese, 1959
. (Orig.Abfg., Wwe. Dr. Thanisch)

$85.00

$105.00

$57.75

fr/r;n"
Erbacher Marcobrunner Spätlese Cabinet, 1959

(Orig. Abfg. Langwerth von Simmern) $46.50

All prices guated are cases ol 12 fiftls. Prices subject
to change without noticc. Subject to prior sale.
Deliveries to be made alter bottling in Europe,
inlate 1961 ar cw$ 1962

Gercral ffices : 842 East Calilornia B ouleyard, Pü dena, Calilornia



Prädikat categories
Minimum must 

weight at 
harvest

Category min Oechsle/Brix

Kabinett 67-82° 17-19°

Spätlese late harvest 76-90° 18-21°

Auslese
berry clusters

83-100° 20-23°

Beerenauslese (BA) 
individual berries

110-128° 26-29°

Eiswein frozen grapes 110-128° 26-29°

Trockenbeerenauslese (TBA)  
individual raisined berries

150-154° 35°

LOWEST

HIGHEST



Eiswein





German Wine Regions







• Friedrich (Fritz) and his wife Manuela
• Founded 1763; Fritz 8th generation
• Rheinhessen region, town Westhofen
• 500 year old barrel cellar below historic market square
• Organic farming practices (not certified); 22 acres
• Two Grosse Lage (Grand Cru) Vineyards: 

Aulerde: Loess with clayey, gravelly sands in the subsoil 
Kirchspiel:  limestone & clay marl 

• Old oak barrels (1200 to 2600L), some stainless steel
• Annual production: 4,000 cases
• VDP member since 2000



Additional 
Classification: 

VDP





VDP Quality Pyramid
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• Werner Rosch and son Nico
• Middle Mosel, town Leiwen
• Werner Rosch, pro soccer player in his twenties
• Production: 100% Riesling 
• Took over 3.7 acres early 1980s
• 21 acres; 6,300 cases
• Grosse Lagen: Trittenheimer Apotheke, Piesporter

Goldtröpfchen (first Rosch vintage was 2013) 



Leiwener Klostergarten (monastery garden of Leiwen) 
– Vineyard faces east which protects from spring frost
– Light, easily warm stony-gravel to medium-heavy clay soils
– All wines made with spontaneous fermentation 
– Stainless steel tanks, large neutral oak casks 
– High quality wines for the price
– Fruit-driven Riesling
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German Wine Regions



• Herbert (Herbie) and wife Mechthild
• Founded 1867; Herbie since 1982
• Ruwer is a tributary to the Mosel, tiny river
• 30 miles before joining Mosel at Trier
• Member Bernkasteler Ring (regional association)
• Sustainable: wild herbs, green manure, bark mulch, 

green harvest
• Cellar in caves next to hotel they own (Hotel Weis)
• 1000L foudres and stainless steel 





• Kasel Nies’chen (Nies’chen nickname for Agnes)
• Devonian gray and blue slate bedrock, stony
• Very steep slope—is 70%; south/south west
• 80% old, ungrafted vines, some of which are more 

than 100 years old, on single vine trellises
• GG “Auf den Mauern” means “on the walls” and is 

located above a large retaining wall in the steepest 
sections

• GG “Im Taubenberg” means “in the dove mountain”, 
special parcel



German Wine Regions







• Nahe region, town Monzingen (coldest of region)
• Werner, Hanne, Frank and Anja Schönleber
• Estate over 250 years old; excl. wine since 1960s
• Werner took over in 1970s, Frank in mid 2000s
• Frank studied in Geisenheim, father role model
• Refocusing on dry Riesling; styles are deeply core-

powered, with waves of electrically charged mineral 
impressions

• Perfect craftsmanship in both the vineyards and the 
cellar, which yields terroir-driven wines of 
tremendous polish and intention



• Two Grosse Lage (Grand Cru) Vineyards: 
-Halenberg: Devonian blue slate and hard black quartzite

profoundly mineral and intensely focused
-Frühlingsplätzchen: red slate, white quartzite, softer soils

more fat and roundness

• Started with 2 acres, now 21; own 60% of Halenberg
• Sustainability: soil, vineyards, employees, customers
• Trocken/GG: spontaneous fermentation in large old foudres

• Others: Stainless steel with cultured yeasts
• Annual production: 11,000 cases
• VDP member since 1994


